
In the talk, an overview of methods for discovering
hitherto unknown pathogens in hotspot areas for
infectious disease emergence will be given and
their immediate benefits and potential of
translation from the local to a global scale will be
highlighted. Examples include clinical surveillance
of common human infectious diseases in rural
Africa, the discovery of Bacillus cereus biovar
anthracis as an anthrax causing member of the
Bacillus family, a so far unknown manifestation of
monkey poxviruses, and novel data on leprosy in
wild chimpanzees that raise the question of an
environmental reservoir.
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