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In October 1989, the theaters of the GDR established themselves in the viewpoint of Friedrich 

Schiller as moral institutions and places of liberal self-reflection. The very first was the ensemble 

of the Dresden State Theater, which emerged from its stage roles, and accused the country and 

party leadership of being unreliable and a danger to the future. Further examples, including the 

mass rally organized by Berlin theaters on Alexanderplatz in Berlin on November 4, 1989, attest 

to how artists and intellectuals are advancing social change in the German Democratic Republic. 

Although this awakening is soon followed by the shock of defeat, which is most notably recorded 

by Volker Braun’s and Heiner Miller's poems. The Braun’s „Erfahrung der Freiheit“  ("Experience 

of Freedom") goes hand in hand with the recognition that the privileged role of the spokesman, 

that was courageously exercised by some poets and artists in the dictatorship, is taken over by the 

interplay of free media and political pluralism in the democratic system. The lectures demonstrate 

the tragic and historical need for the dual role reversal for the revolution and German unification. 
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